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WASHINGTON AFTEE THE KBVOLUTION, 1784-1799. 

BY WILLIAM S. BAKEE. 

(Continued from page 196.) 

1788 
TUESDAY, JANUAEY 1. 

At Mount Vernon : " I have the pleasure to inform you, 
that there is the greatest prospect of its [the Constitution] 
being adopted by the people. It has its opponents, as any 
system formed by the wisdom of man would undoubtedly 
have ; but they bear but a small proportion to its friends, 
and differ among themselves in their objections. Pennsyl- 
vania, Delaware, and New Jersey have already decided in 
its favor, the first by a majority of two to one, and the two 
last unanimously." — Washington to William Gordon. 

The National Constitution was ratified by the different States in the fol- 
lowing order : Delaware, December 7, 1787 ; Pennsylvania, December 12 ; 
New Jersey, December 18; Georgia, January 2; 1788; Connecticut, January 
9 ; Massachusetts, February 6 ; Maryland, April 28 ; South Carolina, May 
23; New Hampshire, June 21; Virginia, June 25; New York, July 26; 
North Carolina, November 21, 1789; Khode Island, May 29, 1790. 

SATURDAY, JANUAEY 5. 

At Mount Vernon : " January 5. — About Eight oclock in 
the evening we were alarmed, and the house a good deal 
endangered by the soot of one of the Chimneys taking fire 
& burning furiously, discharging great flakes of fire on the 
Roof but happily by having aid at hand and proper exertion 
no damage ensued." — Washington's Diary. 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 8. 

At Mount Vernon : " There are some things in the new 
form, I will readily acknowledge, which never did, and I 
am persuaded never will, obtain my cordial approbation ; 
but I did then conceive, and do now most firmly believe, 
that in the aggregate it is the best constitution, that can be 
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obtained at this epoch, and that this, or a dissolution of the 
Union, awaits our choice, and is the only alternative before 
us. Thus believing, I had not, nor have I now, any hesita- 
tion in deciding on which to lean." — Washington to Edmund 
Handolph. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUAET 9. 

At Mount Yernon : " Janiiary 9. — Col" [Edward] Car- 
rington came here to Dinner — I continued at home all 
day." — Washington's Diary. 

"January 10. — Col" Carrington left this after breakfast (on my horses) 
for Colchester; to meet the Stage." — Washington's Diary. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUAEY 5. 

At Mount Vernon : " Perceiving that the Federalist, under 
the signature of Publius, is about to be republished, I 
would thank you to forward to me three or four copies, one 
of which to be bound, and inform me of the cost." — Wash- 
ington to James Madison, at New York. 

The " Federalist," a collection of essays written in favor of the new 
Constitution by James Madison, John Jay, and Alexander Hamilton, under 
the signature of Publius, was first published in book form at New York 
in May, 1788, in two 12mo volumes. Only one copy of the book is in- 
cluded in the inventory of the library at Mount Vernon, made after the 
death of Washington. It was valued at one dollar and a half. These 
volumes, handsomely bound, were sold at Philadelphia in November, 1876, 
for one hundred dollars, and resold February, 1891, in the same city, for 
nineteen hundred dollars. 

Under date of August 28, 1788, Washington wrote to Alexander Hamil- 
ton, " As the perusal of the political papers under the signature of Publius 
has afforded me great satisfaction, I shall certainly consider them as claim- 
ing a most distinguished place in my library. I have read every perform- 
ance, which has been printed on one side and the other of the great question 
lately agitated, so far as I have been able to obtain them ; and, without an 
unmeaning compliment, I will say, that I have seen no other so well calcu- 
lated, in my judgment, to produce conviction on an unbiassed mind, as the 
production of your triumvirate." 

WEDNESDAY, FEBKUAKY 13. 

At Mount Vernon : " February 13. — The Marq° de Chap- 
pedelaine (introduced by letters from Gen' Knox, M' Bing- 
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ham .fee") Capt" Enew (a British Officer) Col° Fitzgerald, 
M' Hunter, M' Nelson & M' Ingraham came here to Dinner 
— all of whom returned [to Alexandria] after it except the 
last." — Washington's Diary, 

" February 14. — On my return from Eiding [to the plantations], I found 
the Marq' de Ohappedelaine and Doctor Lee here — both of whom stayed all 
Night. February 15. — Let out a Fox (which had been taken alive some 
days ago) and after chasing it an hour lost it. The Marquis de Ohappe- 
delaine & M' Ingraham returned to Alexandria after Dinner." — Washing- 
ton's Diary. 

FKIDAT, MARCH 14. 

At Alexandria : " March 14. — Went with M" Washing- 
ton to Alexandria — Visited Capt" Conway Doct' Craik, Col" 
Sam' Hanson, M' Murray, & M' Porter with the last of 
whom we dined — returned in the Even." — Washington's 
Diary. 

" March 17.— Went up [to Alexandria] (accompanied by Col" Humphreys) 
to the Election of Delegates to the Oonvention of this State (for the purpose 
of considering the New form of Governm' which has been recommended 
to the United States) ; When Docf Stuart and Col" [Charles] Simms were 
chosen with out opposition — Dined at Col"> Fitzgeralds and returned in the 
Evening." — Washington's Diary. 

TUESDAY, MAKCH 18. 

At Mount Vernon : " March 18. — M' Madison on his way 
from New York to Orange [County] came in before dinner 
and stayed all Night." — Washington's Diary. 

" March 20. — M' Madison (in my Carriage) went after breakfast to Col- 
chester to fall in with the Stage." — Washington's Diary. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 6. 

At Mount Vernon : " April 6. — Sent my two Jackasses 
to the Election at Marlborough in Maryl* that they might 
be seen." — Washington's Diary. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 8. 

At Abingdon : "April 8. — About 10 oclock, in company 
with Col* Humphreys, M" Washington, Harriott Washing- 
VOL. XIX. — 21 
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ton^ and Washington Oustis I set of for Abingdon — 
where we dined and stayed all Night." — Washington's Diary. 

"Aprils. — Dined at Abingdon and returned home in the evening — all, 
except Harriot Washington." — Washington's Diary. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 13. 

At Alexandria : " April 13. — "Went to Church at Alex- 
andria accompanied by Ool° Humphreys M' Lear, & Wash- 
ington Custis — brought Hariot Washington home with us 
who had been left at Abingdon & came to Church with M' 
Stuart." — Washington's Diary. 

At Alexandria, Washington attended Christ Church (Protestant Epis- 
copal), erected in 1773, and still standing, the present rector being Dr. 
Henderson Suter.^ The Rev. David Griffith, chaplain of the Third Virginia 
Regiment in the Revolution, and who v?a3 a frequent visitor at Mount 
Vernon, officiated from 1780 until his decease in 1789. Dr. Griffith was 
succeeded by Bryan Fairfax, brother of George William Fairfax, of " Bel- 
voir," who served from 1790 to 1792. The Rev. Thomas Davis, toward 
whose salary Washington made an annual subscription of ten pounds, and 
who officiated at his funeral, succeeded Mr. Fairfax. The church owns a 
Bible, presented to it by George Washington Parke Custis, which formerly 
belonged to General Washington. 

MONDAY, APRIL 21. 

At Alexandria : " April 21. — Went to Alexandria to the 
Election of a Senator for the district and delegates for the 
County in the General Assembly — when M' Pope was 
chosen for the first and M' Roger West, and Docf Stuart 
for the latter — Dined at Doct' Or"" and came home in the 
evening." — Washington's Diary. 

MONDAY, APRIL 28. 

At Mount Yernon : " All the public attention has been, 
for many months past, engrossed by a new constitution. It 
has met with some opposition from men of abilities, but it 
has been much more ably advocated. Six States have ac- 
cepted it. The opinion is, that Maryland and South Caro- 

> The youngest child of Samuel Washington, brother of the General, who 
died in 1781. She married (July 4, 1796) Andrew Parks, of Baltimore. 
=■ Dr. Suter died August 25, 1895. 
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lina will soon do the same. One more State only will be 
wanting to put the government into execution." — Washing- 
ton to Count de Bochambeau. 

According to the provisions of Article VII., the ratification of the conven- 
tions of nine States was requisite for the establishment of the Constitution 
between the States so ratifying the same. Maryland accepted it on the day 
the above quoted letter was written, South Carolina on May 23, and 
New Hampshire, the ninth State, on June 21. 

WEDNESDAY, APEIL 30. 

At Mount Yernon : " Influenced by a heartfelt desire to 
promote the cause of science in general, and the prosperity 
of the College of "William and Mary in particular, I accept 
the office of chancellor in the same ; and request you will 
be pleased to give official notice thereof to the learned body, 
who have thought proper to honor me with the appoint- 
ment." — Washington to Samuel Griffin. 

" May 16. — Visited all the Plantations — and the Brick yard — where a 
small kiln of Brick were forming to Burn." — Washington's Diary. 

SATUKDAT, MAY 17. 

At Mount Vernon : " May 17. — M" [Robert] Morris, Miss 
Morris and her two Sons [Robert and Thomas] (lately ar- 
rived from Europe) came here about 11 OcP." — Washing- 
ton's Diary. 

" May 18. — About one oclock, Col" Andrew Lewis of Bottetout came in 
— dined, & returned to Alexandria in the afternoon. May 20. — Eid in 
company with M" Morris, M" Washington, the two M' Morris's & Col" 
Humphreys to my Mill, and returned home thro' French' & the Perry 
Plantations & by the Brick yard. May 22. — M" Morris having (by the 
Stage of yesterday) Eeceived a request from M' Morris to proceed to Rich- 
mond, set off for that place ah' 9 oclock this Morning, with her two Sons & 
daughter. — Col' Humphreys & myself accompanied her to Colchester, & 
returned to dinner." — Washington's Diary. 

SATUBDAY, MAY 81. 

Leaves Mount Vernon : " May 31. — After an early dinner, 
in company with Ool° Humphreys, I set out for a meeting 
of the Directors of the Potomack Company to be held at 
the Falls of Shenandoah on Monday next — reached M' Fair- 
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fax's [Towkton] about an hour by Sun, who with his Lady 
were at Alexandria; but a cloud which threatened rain, 
induced us notwithstanding to remain there all night." — 
Washington'' s Diary. 

'^June 1. — About Sunrise, we set out for the Groat Falls, where having 
met M' Smith (the assistant Manager who resides at the worlss at the Seneca 
falls) we examined the Canal, banks and other operations at this place . . . 
from hence we proceeded by a small out, & wall About a mile higher up 
the Eiver to the Seneca falls. ... At this place we breakfasted, and in 
Company with M"' Smith continued our journey — Dined at Leesburgh — & 
lodged at M' Jn"> Houghs. June 2. — About 5 oclock, after an early break- 
fast, we set off, pilotted by M' Hugh [? Hough] thro' by Roads, over the 
short hills — ^by the House & Mill of one Belt for the M° of Shenandoah 
where we arrived partly by a good & partly by a rugged Road at half after 
eight oolock — distance about 12 Miles — Soon after came Gov Johnson, 
and about 10 oclock Gov' Leo & Col" Gilpin arrived — We then, together 
crossed the River, walked up to the head of the Canal on the Maryland 
side & viewed all the Works. . . . After dinner the board set. . . . June 3. 
— Having accomplished all the bisiness that cama before the board by 10 
oolock — the members seperated — and I (Col"> Humphreys having returned 
the day before) went to my Brothers [Charles] about eight miles off — dined 
there — and continued on in the Afternoon to Colonel Warner Washington's 
where I spent the evening. June 4. — About 7 o'clock I left this place. Pair- 
field, bated at a small Tavern (Bacon fort) 15 Miles distant — dined at the 
Tavern of one Lacey 14 Miles further and lodged at Newgate 16 Miles 
lower down." — Washington's Diary. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 5. 

At Mount Yernon : " June 5. — After an early breakfast I 
continued my journey by the upper and lower churches of 
this Parish [Truro] & passing through my Plantations at 
Dogue Run, Frencbs, and the Ferry — and the New Barn I 
reached home about Noon in about 28 Miles riding where 
I found Col* Humphreys who had just got in before me 
from Abingdon." — Washington's Diary. 

MONDAY, JUNE 9. 

At Mount Vernon : " June 9. — Capt" [Joshua] Barney, in 
the Miniature Ship Federalist — as a present from the Mer- 
chants of Baltimore to me arrived here to Breakfast with 
her and stayed all day & Night." — Washington's Diary. 
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The citizens of Baltimore celebrated the adoption of the Constitution in 
Maryland by a procession in which a small boat iifteen feet in length, com- 
pletely rigged and perfectly equipped as a ship, called " The Federalist," was a 
conspicuous feature. It was mounted on wheels and drawn by four horses. 
Captain Barney commanded the ship. After the pageant was over, it was 
resolved to present the ship to General Washington, in the name of the mer- 
chants and ship-owners of Baltimore. It was launched and navigated by 
Captain Barney down the Chesapeake Bay to the mouth of the Potomac, 
and thence up the river to Mount Vernon. " The Federalist" was driven 
from her moorings on the night of July 23 by a high northeast wind, 
and sunk. 

TUESDAY, JUNE 10. 

Leaves Mount Vernon : " June 10. — Between 9 and 10 
Oclock set out for Fredericksburgh, accompanied by M" 
"Washington, on a visit to my Mother — Made a visit to M' 
& M" Thompson in Colchester — & reached Col" [Thomas] 
Blackburns to dinner, where we lodged — he was from 
home." — Washington's Diary. 

"June 11. — About Sun rise we continued our journey — breakfasted at 
Stafford Court House and intended to have dined at M' Fitzhughs of Chat- 
ham but he and Lady being from home we proceeded to Fredericksburgh — 
alighted at my Mothers and sent the Carriage & horses to my Sister Lewis's 
— where we dined and lodged — As we also did the next day [June 12], the 
first in company with M' Fitzhugh, Col" Carter & Colo 'Willis and their 
Ladies, and Gen' Weedon — The day following (Friday) we dined in a large 
Company at Mansfield (M' Man Page's) — on Saturday we visited Gen' 
Spots woods dined there & returned in the Evening to My Sisters." — Wash- 
ington'a Diary. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 15. 

At Fredericksburg: " Jwie 15. — On Sunday we went to 
Church [St. George's] — the Congregation being alarmed 
(without cause) and suppos* the Gallery at the N° End was 
about to fall, were thrown into the utmost confusion ; and 
in the precipitate Retreat to the doors many got hurt — 
Dined in a large Company at Col" Willis's — Where, taking 
leave of my friends, we re-crossed the River, and spent the 
evening at Chatham." — Washington's Diary. 

" June 16. — Before five o'clock we left it [Chatham] — travelled to Dum- 
fries to breakfast — and reached home to a late dinner and found that Capt" 
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Barney had left it about half an hour before for Alexandria to proceed in 
the Stage of Tomorrow for Baltimore." — Washington's Diary. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 18. 

At Mount Vernon : " We have had a backward spring 
and summer, with more rainy and cloudy weather than 
almost ever has been known ; still the appearance of crops 
in some parts of the country is favorable, as we may gen- 
erally expect will be the case, from the difference of soil 
and variety of climate in so extensive a region ; insomuch 
that I hope, some day or other, we shall become a store- 
house and granary for the world." — Washington to the Mar- 
quis de Lafayette. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 28. 

At Alexandria : " June 28. — The Inhabitants of Alexan- 
dria having received the News of the Ratification of the 
proposed Constitution by this State, and that of New 
Hampshire — and having determined on public Rejoicings, 
part of which to be in a dinner, to which this family was 
envited Col" Humphreys my Nephew G. A. Washington & 
myself went up to it and returned in the Afternoon." — 
Washington's Diary. 

" June 28. — Thus the citizens of Alexandria, when convened, constituted 
the first public company in America, which had the pleasure of pouring a 
libation to the prosperity of the ten States, that had actually adopted the 
general government. The day itself is memorable for more reasons than 
one. It was recollected, that this day is the anniversary of the battles of 
Sullivan's Island and Monmouth. I have just returned from assisting at 
the entertainment." — Washington to Charles Cotesworth Pinckney. 

PEIDAY, JULY 4. 

At Mount Vernon : " July 4. — In the Afternoon, M' 
Madison and Doct^ Stuart, with a Son of M' Will"" Lee 
arrived from Richmond." — Washington's Diary. 

" July 5. — I remained at home all day with M' Madison. July 7. — After 
dinner — M' Madison, and the Son of M' Lee went (in my Carriage) to 
Alexandria in order to proceed on to New York in the Stage tomorrow." — 
Washington's Diary. 
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 9. 

At Mount Vernon : " July 9. — A Capt" Gregory (a french 
Gentlem" who served in the American Navy last "War & 
now in the Service of Rob Morris Esq') came here by "Water 
from Dumfries — ^Dined, Supped and returned." — Washing- 
ton's Diary. 

SATUBDAY, JULY 12. 

At Mount Vernon : " July 12.— To a late Breakfast M' & 
M" Rob' Morris, their two Sons & Daughter and M' Gouv' 
Morris came." — Washington's Diary. 

" July 15. — About 11 o'clock M" Washington & myself accompanied M' 
M" Morris &c.- as far as Alexandria on their return to Philadelphia — 
We all dined (in a large Company) at M' Will" Hunters ; after which M"' 
Morris & his family proceeded and M." Washington, Col" Humphreys & 
myself ret*." — Washington's Diary. 

SUNDAY, JULY 20. 

At Mount Vernon : " You will permit me to say, that a 
greater drama is now acting on this theatre, than has here- 
tofore been brought on the American stage, or any other iu 
the world. We exhibit at present the novel and astonish- 
ing spectacle of a whole people deliberating calmly on what 
form of government will be most conducive to their happi- 
ness ; and deciding with an unexpected degree of unanimity 
in favor of a system, which they conceive calculated to 
answer the purpose." — Washington to Sir Edward Newenham. 

TUESDAY, JULY 29. 

At Mount Vernon : " July 29. — A M' Vender Kemp — a 
Dutch Gent" who had suffered by the troubles in Holland 
and who was introduced to me by the Marquis de la Fayette 
came here to Dinner. July 30. — M' Vender Kemp re- 
turned." — Washington's Diary. 

Francis Adrian Vander Kemp, at one time a minister of the Mennonite 
congregation at Leyden, and who subsequently had a command in the army 
of Holland, arrived with his family at New York, May 4, 1788. The fol- 
lowing reference to his visit at Mount Vernon, taken from his manuscript 
journal, is furnished by the Kev. Roswell Randall Hoes : " I arrived at last at 
Mount Vernon, where simplicity and order, unadorned grandeur and dignity 
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had taken up their abode. . . . There seemed to me, to skulk somewhat of a 
repulsive coldness — not congenial with my mind, under a courteous de- 
meanor; and I was infinitely better pleased by the unassuming modest 
gentleness of the Lady, than with the conscious superiority of her Consort. 
There was a chosen Society — Col. Humphrey was there. I was charmed 
with his manners — his conversation ; He knew, how to please — he knew, 
how to captivate, when he deemed it worth." 

Mr. Vander Kemp first settled at Esopus (now Kingston) on the Hudson 
Kiver, and finally at Trenton, New Tork, originally called Oldenbarneveld. 
On February 22, 1800, he delivered at Oldenbarneveld a eulogy on Wash- 
ington, which was published at Amsterdam, the same year, under the title, 
"Lofrede op George "Washington, te Oldenbarneveld, den 22 sten van 
Sprokkelmaand, 1800 in Oneida District, Staat van New York, in de En- 
gelsche taale uitgesprooken, door Eranc. Adb. Vander Kemp." 8vo, 
pp. 30. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 4. 

At Alexandria : " August 4. — Went up to Alexandria to 
a meeting of the Potomack Company; the business of 
which was finished about Sun down — but matters which 
came more properly before the Directors obliged me to stay 
in Town all Night — Dined at Wises — and lodged at Col" 
Fitzgeralds." — Washington's Diary. 

" August 5. — The business before the Board of Directors detaining till 
near two oclock (I dined at Col" Eitzgeralds) and returned home in the 
aftern"." — Washington's Diary, 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 12. 

At Warburton, Maryland: ^^ August 12. — The whole 
family, accompanied by Ool" Humphreys and M' [George] 
Calvert crossed the River — dined with Mr. Geo : Digges — 
& returned in the Evening." — Washington's Diary. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20. 

At Alexandria: ^^ August 20. — Went up to Alexandria 
with M" Washington — dined at M' [Philip Richard] Fen- 
dalls and returned in the evening." — Washington's Diary. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 28. 

At Mount Vernon : " On the delicate subject [the Presi- 
dency] with which you conclude your letter, I can say 
nothing, because the event alluded to may never happen, 
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and because, in case it should occur, it would be a point of 
prudence to defer forming one's ultimate and irrevocable 
decision, so long as new data might be afforded for one to 
act with the greater wisdom and propriety." — Washington 
to Alexander Hamilton. 

From Colonel Hamilton's Letter. — "I take it for granted, Sir, you have 
concluded to comply with what will, no doubt, be the general call of your 
country in relation to the new government. You will permit me to say, 
that it is indispensable you should lend yourself to its first operations. It 
is to little purpose to have introduced a system if the weightiest influence 
is not given to its firm establishment in the outset." — August 13. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11. 

At Mount Vernon : " September 11. — M" Plater and her 
two daughters, and M' George Digges and his Sister came 
here to dinner and stayed all Night." — Washington's Diary. 

" September 13. — Rid with M" Plater and M" "Washington to the Mill 
and New Barn. Col" [George] Plater, M' Hall & a M' Mathews came here 
(from M' Digges's) just after we had dined — stayed all Night. September 
14. — Col» Plater, his lady & daughters M"' Digges & his Sister; and M' 
Hall ; and M' Mathews went away after breakfast." — Washington's Diary. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22. 

At Mount Vernon : " I am glad Congress have at last 
decided upon an ordinance for carrying the new govern- 
ment into execution." — Washington to Henry Lee. 

" September 13, 1788. — Whereas, the convention assembled in Philadel- 
phia, pursuant to the resolution of Congress, of the 2l9t of February, 1787, 
did, on the 17th of September, in the same year, report to the TJniled States, 
in Congress assembled, a constitution for the people of the United States ; 
whereupon. Congress, on the 28th of the s'ame September, did resolve 
unanimously, ' That the said report, with the resolutions and letter accom- 
panying the same, be transmitted to the several legislatures, in order to be 
submitted to a convention of delegates, chosen in each state by the people 
thereof, in conformity of the resolves of the convention, made and provided 
in that case;' And whereas the constitution so reported by the convention, 
and by Congress transmitted to the several legislatures, has been ratified in 
the manner therein declared to be sufficient for the establishment of the 
same, and such ratifications, duly authenticated, have been received by 
Congress, and are filed in the oflSce of the secretary ; therefore, — 

" Resolved, That the first Wednesday in January next be the day for 
appoiiting electors in the several states, which, before the said day shall 
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have ratified the said constitution ; that the first Wednesday in February- 
next, be the day for the electors to assemble in their respective states, and 
vote for a president ; and that the first Wednesday in March next, be the 
time, and the present seat of Congress [New York] the place for com- 
mencing proceedings under the said constitution." — Journal of Congress. 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3. 

At Abingdon : " October 3. — "Went with M" Washington 
to Abingdon, to visit M" Stuart who was sick." — Washing- 
ton's Diary. 

" October 4. — At Abingdon still. October 5. — Returned home after break- 
fast — and reached it about 11 oc*." — Washington's Diary. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21. 

At Alexandria : " October 21. — Went up to Alexandria to 
move the Court to appoint Commissioners to settle the 
Ace*' of the Administration of Col" Tho' Colvills Estate to 
whose Will I was an Executor. ... I dined at M' Fendalls 
& came home in the Afternoon." — Washington's Diary. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26. 

At Pohick Church : " October 26.— Went to Pohick 
Church and returned home to dinner — found D' Stuart at 
M* Vernon who dined there & returned home afterwards." 
— Washington's Diary. 

" October 31. — Finished pruning the Weeping Willows &■ other Trees in 
the Serpentine walks front of the House and was on the point of Riding 
when M"- William Fitzhugh Jun' (of Maryland) came in, about 10 o'clock 
— after whom Col" Henry Lee arrived both stay'd dinner and the latter all 
night. — Remained at home all day." — Washington's Diary. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2. 

At Mount Vernon: "November 2. — After dinner word 
was bro' from Alexandria that the Minister of France was 
arrived there and intended down here to dinner — Accord- 
ingly, a little before Sun setting, he (the Count de Mous- 
tiers) * his Sister the Marchioness de Bretan [Brehan] — the 

1 Eleonor-Fran9ois-Elie Comte de Moustier succeeded the Chevalier de 
la Luzerne as Minister from France to the United States in 1787. He 
returned to Prance in October, 1789. 
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Marquis her Son and M' du Fonts* came in." — Washington's 
Diary. 

" November S. — Bemained at home all day. — Col" Pitzgorald & Doctr. 
Craik came down to dinner — & with the copy of an address (which the 
Citizens of Alexandria meant to present to the Minister) waited on him to 
know when he would receive it. M' Lear went to Alexandria to invite 
some of the Gentlemen and Ladies of the Town to dine with the Count & 
Marchioness here tomorrow. November 4. — M' Herbert & his Lady, M' 
Potts & his Lady, M' Ludwell Lee & his Lady, and Miss Nancy Craik 
came here to dinner and returned afterward." — Washington's Diary. 

"WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 5. 

At Mount Vernon : " November 5. — The Minister & Ma- 
dame de Bretan expressing a desire to Walk to the New 
Barn — we accordingly did so — and from thence through 
Frenchs Plantation to My Mill and from thence home com- 
pleating a tour of at least Seven Miles. Previous to this, 
in the Morning before breakfast I rid to the Ferry, Frenchs, 
D : Run and Muddy hole Plantations." — Washington'' s Diary. 

^^ November 6. — About Nine Oclock the Minister of France, the Mar- 
chioness de Bretan & their Suit left this on their Eeturn for New York I 
accompanied them as far as Alexandria & returned home to dinner — the 
Minister proceeded to George Town after having received an Address from 
the Citizens of the Corporation." — Washington's Diary. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8. 

At Alexandria : " November 8. — Went up to Alexandria, 
agreeably to a summons, to give testimony in the Suit de- 
fending between the Estate of M' Custis and M'' Rob' Alex- 
ander — Returned by the New Barn which had got about half 
the Rafters up." — Washington's Diary. 

" November 10. — The New Barn would nearly if not quite have the Rafters 
up to-day." — Washington's Diary. 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 11. 

At Mount Vernon : " November 11. — All my People, ex- 
cept those in the Neck were on the public Roads Repairing 

* Victor Marie Du Pont, son of Pierre Samuel Du Pont de Nemours, and 
elder brother of Eleuthere Irenee Du Pont, who established the well-known 
powder-mills on the Brandywine, near Wilmington, Delaware, in 1802, 
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of them to day — attended, in some measure, this business 
myself — M' Lund Washington — Overseer of the Koads 
dined here to day." — Washington's Diary. 

" November 12. — The force of yesterday was employed on the Koad to 
day. ... I rid to the Kepairs of the Road and to my New Barn — the 
Rafters of which were all raised about Noon — M' Lund Washington dined 
here again to day." — Washington's Diary. 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 14. 

At Mount Vernon : " November 14. — Doct' [George] Logan 

and Lady of Phila* and a Mons' of Lyons in France 

came here to dinner and went away afterwards." — Wash- 
ington's Diary. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15. 

At Mount Vernon : " November 15. — "Went with my Com- 
pass and finished the line of Stakes from Dogue Eun (at 
the Tumbling dam) to Hunting C*; for a Road on the 
border of my land adjoining to Col" Masons — also con- 
nected this with the Road leading from the Gum Spring to 
Alexandria and from the former run the courses and meas- 
ured the distances to my Mill and from the Mill to the 
Mansion House. 

" On my Return home in the Evening I found M' War- 
ville and a M' de Saint Tries here — brought down by M' 
Porter who returned again. November 16. — Mons" "Warville 
and Saint Tres returned to Alexandria in my Chariot. 
November 17. — It was this day and not yesterday that M' 
Warville and M' Staint trees returned to Alexandria." — 
Washington's Diary. 

" I hastened to arrive at Mount Vernon, the seat of Greneral Washington, 
ten miles below Alexandria on the same river. On this rout you traverse 
a considerable wood, and after having passed over two hills, you discover a 
country house of an elegant and majestic simplicity. It is preceded by grass 
plats ; on one side of the avenue are the stables, on the other a green-house, 
and houses for a number of , negro mechanics. In a spacious back yard are 
turkies, geese, and other poultry. This house overlooks the Potowmack, 
enjoys an extensive prospect, has a vast and elevated portico on the front 
next the river, and a convenient distribution of the apartments within. 
The General came home in the evening, fatigued with having been to lay 
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out a new road in some part of his plantations. Tou have often heard him 
compared to Cincinnatus : the comparison is doubtless j ust. This celebrated 
General is nothing more at present than a good farmer, constantly occupied 
in the care of his farm and the improvement of cultivation. He has lately 
built a barn, one hundred feet in length and considerably more in breadth, 
destined to receive the productions of his farm, and to shelter his cattle, 
horses, asses, and mules. It is built on a plan sent him by that famous 
English farmer Arthur Young. But the General has much improved the 
plan. This building is in brick, it cost but three hundred pounds; I am 
sure in France it would have cost three thousand.' He planted this year 
eleven hundred bushels of potatoes. All this is new in Virginia, where 
they know not the use of barns, and where they lay up no provisions for 
their cattle. His three hundred negroes are distributed in different log 
houses, in different parts of his plantation, which in this neighbourhood 
consists of ten thousand acres. Colonel Humphreys, that poet of whom I 
have spoken, assured me that the General possesses, in different parts of the 
country, more than two hundred thousand acres. 

" Every thing has an air of simplicity in his house ; his table is good, but 
not ostentatious; and no deviation is seen from regularity and domestic 
(economy. Mrs. Washington superintends the whole, and joins to the 
qualities of an excellent house-wife, the simple dignity which ought to 
characterize a woman, whose husband has acted the greatest part on the 
theatre of human affairs; while she possesses that amenity, and manifests 
that attention to strangers, which render hospitality so charming. The 
same virtues are conspicuous in her interesting niece ; but unhappily she 
appears not to enjoy good health. 

" M. de Ohastellux has mingled too much of the brilliant in his portrait 
of General Washington. His eye bespeaks great goodness of heart, manly 
s«nse marks all his answers, and he sometimes animates in conversation, but 
he has no characteristic features; which renders it difficult to seize him. 
He announces a profound discretion, and a great diffidence in himself; but 
at the same time, an unshaken firmness of character, when once he has made 
his decision. His modesty is astonishing to a Frenchman ; he speaks of the 
American war, and of his victories, as of things in which he had no direc- 
tion." — J. P. Brissot de Warvillb, Nouveau Voyage dans les Etats Unis 
de I'AmSrigtie Septentrionale, fait en 1788, Paris, 1791. 

THUKSDAT, NOVEMBER 20. 

At Alexandria : " November 20. — Went to Alexandria with 
M" Washington-^Dined with Col° Henry Lee & Lady at 

. — ' ' ' ~- — — y — — —^ 

' " The building of a brick barn has occupied much of my attention this 
summer. It is constructed according to the plan you had the goodness to 
send me ; but with some additions. It is now, I believe, the largest and 
most convenient one in this cotintry." — Washington to Arthur Young, 
December 4, 1788. 
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W Fendalls and returned home in the Evening — ^Found 
Doet' La Moyeur here." — Washington's Diary. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2. 

At Mount Vernon: " The expensive manner in which I 
live (contrary to my wishes, but really unavoidable), the bad 
years of late, and my consequent short crops, have occasioned 
me to run in debt, and to feel more sensibly the want of 
money than I have ever done at any period of my whole 
life, and obliges me to look forward to every source from 
whence I have a right to expect relief. Under these circum- 
stances I must ask you what prospect I have, and in what 
time (after it becomes due) I may expect to receive the 
present years annuity."— Washington to David Stuart. 

THUKSDAT, DECEMBER 4. 

At Mount Vernon : " The more I am acquainted with 
agricultural affairs, the better I am pleased with them ; inso- 
much, that I can no where find so great satisfaction as in 
those innocent and useful pursuits. In indulging these feel- 
ings, I am led to reflect how much more delightful to an 
undebauched mind is the task of making improvements on 
the earth, than all the vain glory which can be acquired 
from ravaging it, by the most uninterrupted career of con- 
quests." — Washington to Arthur Young. 

" I have a prospect of introducing into this country a very excellent race of 
animals, by means of the liberality of the King of Spain. One of the jacks 
which he was pleased to present to me (the other perished at sea) is about 15 
hands high, his body and limbs very large in proportion to his height ; and 
the mules which I have had from him, appear to be extremely well formed 
for service. I have likewise a jack and two jennetts from Malta, of a very 
good size, which the Marquis de la Faykttb sent to me.' The Spanish jack 
seems calculated to breed for heavy slow draught ; and the others for the 
saddle, or lighter carriages. From these, altogether, I hope to secure a race 
of extraordinary goodness, which will stock the country." — Idem. 

'The jack presented by Lafayette was called the Knight of Malta; this 
jack was a superb animal, black in color, with the form of a stag and the 
ferocity of a tiger. 
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FKIDAy, DECEMBER 19. 

At Mount Vernon : " December 19. — Eid to the Planta- 
tions at the Ferry and Frenchs — and to Dogue Run & 
Muddy hole. . . . M' Madison came here to dinner." — 
Washington's Diary. 

^^ December 20. — Remained at home with JVI"' Madison. December 25. — 
Sent M' Madison after breakfast as far as Colchester in my Carriage." — 
Washington's Dim-y. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23. 

At Mount Vernon: "I am pleased to learn, that your 
History is at length completed. I suppose by the spring we 
may expect to be favored with a sight of it." — Washington to 
William Gordon, D.D., at London. 

From Gordon's History of the Revolution. — " His Excellency George 
Washington is descended from a family that emigrated to Virginia, when 
the royalists in England were exposed to various distresses previous to the 
restoration. Virginia does not afford those advantages for a universal edu- 
cation which are enjoyed in Europe — a quarter of the world his excellency 
never visited. Strong powers and close application compensated in several 
respects for the deficiencies of his native country. His epistolary and other 
compositions, which appeared while he sustained a public character will be 
a lasting credit to him. He was happy in having a succession of able secre- 
taries, whom he undoubtedly employed in drawing up many of his official 
papers, after having dictated the matter to them : but his private corre- 
spondences, and others which from time and circumstances must necessarily 
have employed his own pen, show that he was equal to any of these pub- 
lications, which had his name afiBxed to them by his authority. It would 
be absurd to expect, that he should equal in military skill the first European 
generals, when he has enjoyed neither their opportunities nor experience for 
perfecting himself, but it may justly be asserted concerning him, that he 
was the best general the Americans could have had to command them. The 
world has been mistaken in one opinion respecting his Excellency whose 
natural temper possesses more of the Marcellus and less of the Fabius than 
has been generally imagined." 

1789. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 1. 

At Mount Vernon : " January 1. — ^Went out after break- 
fast to lay of or rather measure an old field which is intended 
to be added to Muddy hole Plantation — after which 
marked out a line for the New Road across from the 
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Tu[m]bling Dam to little Hunting Creek to begin post and 
Eail fence on." — Washington's Diary. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7. 

At Alexandria : " January 7. — "Went up to the Election 
of an Elector (for this district) of President & Vice Presi- 
dent when the Candidates polled for being Docf Stuart and 
Col" Blackburn the first rec* 216 votes from the Freeholders 
of this County — and the second 16 Votes. — Dined with a 
large company on Venisen at Pages Tav" and came home 
in the evening." — Washington's Diary. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 18. 

At Mount Vernon : " The first wish of my soul is to 
spend the evening of my days as a private citizen on my 
farm ; but, if circumstances, which are not yet sufficiently 
unfolded to form the judgment or the opinion of my friends, 
will not allow me this last boon of temporal happiness, and 
I should once more be led into the walks of public life, it is 
my fixed determination to enter there, not only unfettered 
by promises, but even unchargeable with creating or feed- 
ing the expectation of any man living for my assistance to 
office." — Washington to Samuel Hanson. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 24. 

At Mount Vernon : " January 24. — "Went into the Neck 
— measured some fields there — and laid off 8 acres for 
Tobacco." — Washington's Diary. 

" Januai-y 25. — Colonels Fitzgerald, Lee & Gilpin dined here, and re- 
turned to Alexandria in the evening. January 28. — Major Washington set 
out for Berkley to see his Father [Charles Washington] who had informed 
him of the low state of health in which he was." — Washington's Diary. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 29. 

At Mount Vernon: "Nothing but harmony, honesty, 
industry, and frugality are necessary to make us a great 
and happy people. Happily the present posture of affairs, 
and the prevailing disposition of my countrymen, promise 
to cooperate in establishing those four great and essential 
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pillars of public felicity." — Washington to the Marquis de 
Lafayette. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 2. 

At Alexandria : " February 2. — I went up to the Election 
of a Representative to Congress for this district. Voted 
for Eich* Bland Lee Esq' diued at Colonel Hooes & re- 
turned home in the afternoon. 

" On my way home met M' George Calvert on his way to 
Abingdon with the Hounds I had lent him — viz. Vulcan & 
Venus (From France) — ^Ragman & two other dogs (From 
England) — Dutchess & Doxey (From Philadelp") — Tryal, 
Jupiter & Countess (Descended from the French Hounds)." 
— Washington's Diary. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13. 

At Mount Vernon: "I am going on Monday next to 
visit the works as far as the Seneca Falls." — Washington to 
Thomas Jefferson. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4. 

At Mount Vernon : " BTever till within these two years 
have I ever experienced the want of money. Short crops, 
and other causes not entirely within my control, make me 
feel it now very sensibly. . . . Under this statement I am 
inclined to do what I never expected to be driven to — that 
is, to borrow money on interest. Five hundred pounds 
would enable me to discharge what I owe in Alexandria, 
etc. ; and to leave the state (if it shall not be in my power 
to remain at home in retirement) without doing this would 
be exceedingly disagreeable to me. Having thus fully and 
candidly explained myself, permit me to ask if it is in your 
power to supply me with the above, or a smaller sum." — 
Washington to Captain Richard Conway. 

" March 6. — I am mucli obliged by your assurance of money. M' Lear 
waits upon you for it, and carries a bond, drawn in the manner you re- 
quested. . . . Upon collecting my accounts by M' Lear, the other day, it 
was found that though five hundred pounds will enable me to discharge 
them, yet it is incompetent to this and the other purpose, the expenses of 

Vol. xix. — 22 
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mj journey to New York, if I go thither. If, therefore, you could add 
another hundred pounds to the former sum, it would be very acceptable. 
M' Lear is provided with a bond for this sum also." — Washington to Captain 
Richard Conway. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 7. 

At Fredericksburg : " March 12. — On Saturday evening 
last [March 7], His Excellency General Washington arrived 
in town from Mount Vernon, and early on Monday morn- 
ing [March 9] he set out on his return. The object of his 
Excellency's visit was probably to take leave of his aged 
mother, sister, and friends, previous to his departure for the 
new Congress, over the councils of which, the united voice 
of America has called him to preside." — Fredericksburg 
jpaper. 

This was the last visit paid by Washington to his mother. She died on 
the 25th day of August following, at the age of eighty-two. The following 
entry in his cash-book refers to this visit : " March 11. — By my expenses 
on a visit to my mother at Fredericksburg £1.8.0. By M" Mary Washing- 
ton advanced her 6 Guineas." 

MONDAY, MARCH 9. 

At Mount Vernon : " I will therefore declare to you, that, 
if it should be my inevitable fate to administer the govern- 
ment, (for Heaven knows, that no event can be less desired 
by me, and that no earthly consideration short of so generall 
a call, together with a desire to reconcile contending parties 
as far as in me lies, could again bring me into public life,) 
I will go to the chair under no preengagement of any kind 
or nature whatsoever. But, when in it, I will, to the best 
of my judgment, discharge the duties of the office with 
that impartiality and zeal for the public good, which ought 
never to suffer connexions of blood or friendship to inter- 
mingle so as to have the least sway on decisions of a public 
nature." — Washington to Benjamin Harrison. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25. 

At Mount Vernon : " "With very great sensibility I have 
received the honor of your letter dated the 10th instant, 
and consider the kind and obliging invitation to your house, 
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until suitable accommodations can be provided for the 
President, as a testimony of your friendship and politeness, 
of which I shall ever retain a grateful sense. But if it 
should be my lot (for Heaven knows it is not my wish) to 
appear again in a public station, I shall make it a point to 
take hired lodgings or rooms in a tavern until some house 
can be provided." — Washington to George Clinton, at New 
York. 

MONDAY, MARCH 30. 

At Mount Vernon : " I have been favored with your letter 
of the 19th, by which it appears that a quorum of Congress 
was hardly to be expected before the beginning of the next 
Week. As this delay must be very irksome to the attending 
members, and every day's continuance of it, before the 
government is in operation, will be more sensibly felt, I 
am resolved, that none shall proceed from me that can well 
be avoided, after notice of the election is announced, and 
therefore I take the liberty of requesting the favor of you 
to engage lodgings for me previous to my arrival. 

" M' Lear, who has lived with me three years as a private 
secretary, will accompany or precede me in the stage ; and 
Colonel Humphreys I presume will be of my party. On 
the subject of lodgings, I will frankly declare to you, that 
I mean to go into none but hired ones." — Washington to 
James Madison, at New York. 

The day appointed for the assembling of Congress was the 4th of March, 
but so tardily did the members come together that a quorum of both 
Houses was not formed till the 6th of April. On that day, in the presence 
of the Senate and House of Eepresentatives, the votes were opened and 
counted, when Washington, having received every vote of the sixty-nine 
cast by the ten States^ which took part in the election, was declared 
President of the United States. John Adams, having received the second 
highest number of votes (thirty-four), was declared to be Vice-President. 
He was installed in the chair of the Senate on April 21. 

1 The three States not voting were New York, North Carolina, and 
Ehode Island, New York losing its vote in censequence of a disagreement 
between the two branches of the Legislature, and North Carolina and 
Bhode Island not having as yet ratified the Constitution. 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1. 

At Mount Yernon : " In confidence I tell you, (with the 
world it would obtain little credit) that my movements to 
the chair of government will be accompanied by feelings 
not unlike those of a culprit, who is going to the place of 
his execution ; so unwilling am I, in the evening of a life 
nearly consumed in public cares, to quit a peaceful abode 
for an ocean of difficulties, without that competency of 
political skill, abilities, and inclination, which are necessary 
to manage the helm. I am sensible that. I am embarking 
the voice of the people, and a good name of ray own, on 
this voyage; but what returns will be made for them, 
Heaven alone can foretell. Integrity and firmness are all I 
can promise." — Washington to General Knox. 

" April 10. — A combination of circumstances and events seems to have 
rendered my embarking again on the ocean of public affairs inevitable. 
How opposite this is to my own desires and inclinations, I need not say. 
Those who know me are, I trust, convinced of it. Eor the rectitude of ray 
intentions I appeal to the great Searcher of hearts ; and if I have any 
knowledge of myself I can declare, that no prospects however flattering, 
no personal advantage however great, no desire of fame however easily it 
might be acquired, could induce me to quit the private walks of life at my 
age and in my situation ; but if, by any exertion or services of mine, my 
country can be benefited, I shall feel more amply compensated for the 
sacrifices which I make, than I possibly can be by any other means." — 
Washington to Hector St.-John de Orevecoeur. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 14. 

At Mount Vernon : " I had the honor to receive your 
Official communication by the hand of M' Secretary 
Thompson, about one o'clock this day. Having concluded 
to obey the important & flattering call of my Country, and 
having been impressed with an idea of the expediency of my 
being with Congress at as early a period as possible ; I pro- 
pose to commence my journey on Thursday morning which 
will be the day after to morrow." — Washington to John 
Langdon. 

Mr. Langdon was a Senator from New Hampshire, and when the Senate 
was first organized, on the 6th of April, he was chosen President of that 
body pro tempore. In this capacity it devolved upon him to oflScially 
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notify General "Washington of his having been elected President of the 
United States. Charles Thomson, who had been since 1774 the sole Secre- 
tary of Congress, was selected to bear this official information to Mount 
Vernon. He left New York on Tuesday morning, April 7, on horseback. 
The letter was as follows: " New York, April 6, 1789. — I have the honor to 
transmit to your Excellency the information of your unanimous election 
to the office of President of the United States of America. Suffer me, sir, 
to indulge the hope that so auspicious a mark of public confidence will 
meet with your approbation, and be considered as a pledge of the affection 
and support you are to expect from a free and enlightened people." 

THURSDAY, APRIL 16. 

Leaves Mount Vernon : " April 16. — About ten o'clock I 
bade adieu to Mount Vernon, to private life, and to 
domestic felicity, and with a mind oppressed with more 
anxious and painful sensations than I have words to express, 
set out for New York in company with M' Thomson and 
Col* Humphreys, with the best disposition to render service 
to my country in obedience to its calls, but with less hope 
of answering its expectations." — Washington's Diary. 

"Alexandria, April 23. — Last Thursday [April 16], the great and illus- 
trious Citizen of America, Geobok "Washington, Esq ; passed through 
this town on his way to New- York accompanied by Mr. Charles Thomson. 
He was met some miles out of town by a numerous escort of his friends 
and neighbours, whose attachment to him was such, that not satisfied with 
attending him to the verge of their own state, they crossed over in 
numerous crouds to George-Town, where they surrendered him over to the 
arms of an affectionate sister state. In compliance with their wishes, he 
partook with them of an early dinner prepared at Mr. "Wise's tavern. At 
his departure, an affectionate address was presented to him by the citizens, 
to which he made a reply, expressive of his feelings on the occasion.'" — 
Pennsylvania Packet, April 30. 

" George-Town, April 23. — Last Thursday f April 16], passed through 
this town, on his way to New- York, the Most Illustrious the President of 
the United States of America, with Charles Thomson, Esq. ; Secretary to 
Congress. His Excellency arrived at about 2 o'clock, on the banks of the 
Potowmack, escorted by a respectable corps of gentlemen from Alexandria, 
where the George-Town ferry boats, properly equipped, received his Ex- 
cellency and suite, and safely landed them, under the acclamations of a 
large crowd of their grateful fellow-citizens — who beheld their PABIUS 
in the evening of his days, bid adieu to the peaceful retreat of Mount Ver- 
non, in order to save his country once more, from confusion and anarchy. 

For this admirable address and reply, see Sparks, Vol. XII. p. 137, etc. 
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From this place his Excellency was escorted by a corps of gentlemen, com- 
manded by Col. William Deakins, jun. to Mr. Spurrier's Tavern,^ where the 
escort from Baltimore take charge of him." — Pennsylvania Packet, May 6. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 17. 

At Baltimore : " Baltimore, April 21. — The President of 
the United States arrived in this place on his way to Con- 
gress, on Friday afternoon, the 17th instant, with Charles 
Thomson, Esq ; and Colonel Humphries. This great man 
was met some miles from Town, by a large body of respect- 
able citizens on horseback, and conducted, under a dis- 
charge of cannon, to Mr. Grant's tavern [the "Fountain 
Inn"] through crowds of admiring spectators. 

" At six o'clock, a committee chosen in consequence of a 
late notification, to adjust the preliminaries for his recep- 
tion, waited upon him with an address which he answered. 
A great number of the citizens were presented to him, and 
very graciously received. Having arrived too late for a 
public dinner, he accepted an invitation to supper, from 
which he retired a little after ten o'clock." — Pennsylvania 
Packet, April 28. 

" Baltimore, April 21. — On Saturday morning [April 18] he was in his 
carriage at half past five o'clock when he left town, under a discharge of 
cannon, and attended as on his entrance, by a body of the citizens on horse- 
back. These gentlemen accompanied him seven miles, when alighting 
from his carriage, he would not permit them to proceed any further ; but 
took leave of them, after thanking them in an affectionate and obliging 
manner for their politeness. We shall only add on this occasion, that those 
who had often seen him before, and those who never had, were equally 
anxious to see him. Such is the rare impression excited by his uncommon 
character and virtues." — Idem. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 19. 

At "Wilmington, Delaware : " Wilmington, April 25. — On 
Sunday last [April 19] his Excellency the President-General 
arrived in this borough, whither he was accompanied by 
a number of gentlemen of this State, who also attended 
him next morning to the Pennsylvania line, on his way 
to Few- York. Before his departure, the corporation of 

1 Ten miles south of Baltimore. 
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this borough, attended by many of the inhabitants, waited 
upon his Excellency, with an address of congratulation, 
which was most graciously received." — Pennsylvania Packet, 
April 28, 

MONDAY, APRIL 20. 

At Philadelphia: ''April 22.— Monday last [April 20] 
His Excellency George Washington, Esq; the Peesident 
ELECT OF THE United States, arrived in this city, 
about one o'clock, accompanied by the President of the State 
[Thomas Mifflin], Governor [Arthur] St. Clair, the Speaker 
of the Assembly [Richard Peters], the Chief Justice [Thomas 
McKean], the Honorable Mr. Read, the Attorney-General 
[William Bradford, Jr.], and Secretary Thomson, the two 
city troops of horse, the county troop, a detachment of artil- 
lery, a body of light infantry, and a numerous concourse of 
citizens on horseback and foot. 

" His Excellency rode in front of the procession, on 
horseback. The number of spectators who filled the doors, 
windows and streets, which he passed, was greater than on 
any other occasion we ever remember. 

" The joy of the whole city upon this august spectacle 
cannot easily be described. Every countenance seemed to 
say, Long, long live George Washington, THE FATHER 
OF THE People ! At three o'clock His Excellency sat 
down to an elegant Entertainment of 250 covers, at the City 
Tavern, prepared for him by the citizens of Philadelphia. 
A band of music played during the entertainment, and a 
discharge of artillery took place at every toast, among 
which was The State of Virginia. The ship Alliance, and a 
Spanish merchant ship, were handsomely decorated with 
colours of different nations." — Pennsylvania Gazette. 

In the approach to the city the Schuylkill was crossed at Gray's Ferry 
bridge, which " was highly decorated with laurel and other evergreens, by 
Mr. Gray himself, the ingenious Mr. [Charles Willson] Peale and others, 
and in such a stile, as to display uncommon taste in these gentlemen. — 
At each end there were erected magnificent arches, composed of laurel, 
emblematic of the ancient triumphal arches used by the Eomans, and on 
each side of the bridge a laurel shrubbery, which seemed to challenge even 
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Nature herself for simplicity, ease and elegance. And as our beloved 
Washington passed the bridge, a lad, beautifully ornamented with sprigs 
of laurel, assisted by certain machinery, let drop, above the Hero's head, 
unperceived by him, a civic crown of laurel." 

"Washington spent Monday night at the house of Robert Morris, on 
Market Street, and on the following morning (April 21) left Philadelphia 
on his journey to New York. Previous to his departure he received and 
answered addresses from the President and Supreme Executive Council ; 
from the mayor, aldermen, and Common Council of the city j from the 
judges of the Supreme Court of the State ; from the trustees and faculty 
of the University of the State of Pennsylvania ; and from the State Society 
of the Cincinnati. 

TUESDAY, APEIL 21. 

At Trenton, New Jersey : " Trenton, April 21. — This day 
we were honored with the presence of his Excellency the 
President of the United States of America on his way to 
New York. A troop of horse, commanded by Capt. Carle, 
and a company of infantry, commanded by Capt. Halon, 
compleatly equipped, and in full uniform, with a large con- 
course of the gentlemen and inhabitants of the town and 
neighbourhood, lined the Jersey bank of the Delaware, to 
hail the General's arrival. As soon as he set foot on shore, 
he was welcomed with three huzzas, which made the shores 
re-echo the chearful sounds. After being saluted by the 
horse and infantry, he was escorted to town, in the following 
order : A detachment of the horse. — The Light Infantry. — 
His Excellency, on horseback, attended by Charles Thomson, 
Esq; and Col. Humphreys. — The troop of horse. — The 
gentlemen of the town and neighbourhood on horseback." — 
Pennsylvania Packet, May 1. 

" When the procession arrived at the bridge south of the town, they were 
presented with a scene to which no description can do justice. 

"As Trenton had been rendered twice memorable during the war, once 
by the capture of the Hessians, and again by the repulse of the whole British 
army, in their attempt to cross the bridge over the Assanpinck Creek, the 
evening before the battle of Princeton — ^a plan was formed by a number of 
ladies, and carried into execution, solely under their direction, to testify to 
the General, by the celebration of those eventful actions, the grateful sense 
they retained of the safety and protection afforded by him to the daughters 
of New-Jersey. For this purpose, a triumphal arch was raised on the bridge, 
about 20 feet wide, supported by 13 columns — the height of the arch to the 
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centre was equal to the width. Each column was Intwined with wreaths 
of evergreen. The arch, which extended about twelve feet along the 
bridge, was covered with laurel, and decorated on the inside with laurel, 
running-vines, and a variety of evergreens. On the front of the arch the 
following motto was inscribed in large gilt letters — ' The Defender of the 
mothers will also protect the daughters.' — The upper and lower edges of this 
inscription were ornamented with wreaths of evergreen and artifloial 
flowers of all kinds, made by the ladies for the occasion, beautifully inter- 
spersed. On the centre of the arch, above the inscription, was a dome, or 
cupola, of artificial flowers and evergreens, encircling the dates of the 
glorious events which the whole was designed to celebrate, inscribed in large 
gilt letters. — The summit of the dome displayed a large sun-flower, which, 
always pointing to the sun, was designed to express this sentiment, or motto 
— ' To you alone'— us emblematic of the afTeotions and hopes of the PEOPLE 
being directed to him, in the united suffrage of the millions of America. 

"A numerous train of ladies, leading their daughters, were assembled at 
the arch, thus to thank their Defender and Protector. As the General 
passed under the arch, he was addressed in the following SONATA, com- 
posed [by Major Eichard Howell] and set to music for the occasion, by a 
number of young ladies dressed in white, decked with wreaths and chaplets 
of flowers, and holding in their hands baskets filled with flowers : 

" ' WELCOME, mighty Chief ! once more. 
Welcome to this grateful shore : 
Now no mercenary foe 
Aims again the fatal blow — 
Aims at thee the fatal blow. 

" 'Virgins fair, and Matrons grave. 
Those thy conquering arras did save. 
Build for thee triumphal bowers. 
Strew, ye fair, his way with flowers — 
Strew your Hero's way with flowers.' 

" As they sung these lines, they strewed the flowers be/ore the General. 

" When his Excellency came opposite the little female band, he honored 
the ladies by stopping until the Sonata was finished. The scene was truly 
grand — universal silence prevailed — Nothing was to be heard but the sweet 
notes of the songsters — and the mingled sentiments which crouded into the 
mind in the moments of solemn stillness during the song, bathed many 
cheeks with tears. The General most politely thanked the ladies for their 
attention, and the procession moved on to his lodgings." ' — Idem. 

' " At Trenton Washington dined at Samuel Henry's City Tavern, on the 
southwest corner of Second and Warren Streets, with the principal citizens 
of the place and held a reception in the parlors of the inn. Late in the 
afternoon he took carriage for Princeton, the Bev. Mr. Armstrong accom- 
panying him that far on his journey. It is generally understood that they 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22. 

At New Brunswick, New Jersey : " New Brunswick, April 
28. — On Wednesday last [April 22], his Excellency George 
Washington, Esquire, President of the United States of 
America, passed through this city on his way to the seat of 
the Federal Government, accompanied by his Excellency 
[William Livingston] the Governor of the State, Charles 
Thomson, Esq ; Col. Humphreys, and several other gentle- 
men of distinction. His Excellency was escorted into this 
city by the Common Council, and other respectable citizens 
on horseback, and by the companies of artillery and light- 
infantry under the command of Captains Douglas and 
Guest. The near approach of his Excellency was an- 
nounced by the firing of a federal salute from the artillery, 
and by the ringing of bells." — Pennsylvania Packet, May 2. 

" The Common Council and other citizens on horseback met his Excel- 
lency some miles from the town, and after having congratulated him upon 
the happy occasion of their meeting, they conducted him into the city, pre- 
ceded by the companies of artillery and light-infantry, and a detachment of 
horse from Capt. Carle's cavalry, accompanied with a band of music. At 
the entrance of the city, the troops formed aline, and saluted his Excellency 
as he passed them : the street and houses were crowded with many joyful 
spectators ; among whom were a great number of the fair daughters of 
Columbia, collected on the occasion with a generous desire of expressing 
their respect and gratitude to this illustrious friend to mankind, and the 
great protector of the rights of their country. Joy sparkled in every eye, 
and perfect satisfaction was demonstrated by the countenance and behaviour 
of all degrees and conditions of the people, when they beheld the object of 
their esteem and confidence again coming into public life, from the peaceful 
retirement of domestic happiness, to preserve by his wisdom, those inval- 
uable privileges which he had defended by his valour. 

" The inhabitants, by a committee appointed for the purpose, together 
with the Eeverend Clergy, waited on his Excellency at the house of Major 
Thomas Egbert, and congratulated him upon his appointment to the office 
of President of the United States of America, expressed the great happiness 
they felt on that important occasion, and at the same time assured him that 
their sincere prayer should be, that he might enjoy in the administration of 
his office, that felicity which is the just reward of the most exalted and 
distinguished merit. 

spent that night at the residence of the President of the College, the Rev. 
Dr. John Witherspoon." — William S. Stryher, Washington's Reception hy 
the People of New Jersey in 1789. 
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" To which his Excellency replied with a politeness particular to himself, 
and in a manner becoming the dignity of his character. 

" About five o'clock in the afternoon his Excellency, accompanied by the 
Governor of the state, by many citizens of New-Brunswick, and by several 
gentlemen from the county of Essex, and amidst the joyful acclamations of 
a large concourse of happy people crossed the river on his way to New- York. 

" His Excellency and suite lodged at Woodbridge, and in the morning 
set out for New-York, and was met in Rah way by the light dragoons from 
Elizabeth-Town and Newark, and at Elizabeth-Town by the infantry, gren- 
adiers, and artillery, who saluted him as he passed by." — Idem. 

" Elizaieth-Town, April 29. — Thursday last [April 23], between eight and 
nine o'clock in the morning. His Excellency General Washington made his 
entrance into this town, amidst festive throngs of numerous spectators. 

" He was met near Bridgetown, by a number of citizens, accompanied by 
the cavalry, commanded by captains Meeker, Condict, and Wade, which 
when united with captain Herd's troop, that composed the escort of his 
Excellency from Brunswick, made a most martial and splendid appearance. 
— On his Excillency's approaching the town, his arrival was announced by a 
federal salute from the cannon, and the illustrious hero was received by the 
grenadiers and light troops under arms. Ho alighted at the [public] house 
of Mr. [Samuel] Smith, where he received the congratulations of the town 
and the committee from New- York. He partook of a repast provided by 
the gentlemen of the town ; and, after that waited on the committee of 
Congress at Mr. [Ellas] Boudinott's, from whence he proceeded, attended 
by a vast concourse of people, and the cavalry (in order) to the Point, and 
after reviewing the troops, who were by this time joined by some respectable 
companies from Newark and its environs, he was conducted on board of the 
barge prepared for his reception, the beauty of which met his highest appro- 
bation ; he was rowed across the bay by thirteen skilful pilots. Thomas 
Eandall Esq; acted as cockswain." — Pennsylvania Packet, May 5. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 23. 

At New York : " New York, April 24. — ^Yesterday, about 
two o'clock, arrived in this city, His Excellency GEORGE 
WASHINGTON', Esquire, President of the United States 
of America. A Committee of the honorable the Congress,* 
a deputation of the State Officers, consisting of his Honor 
the Chancellor [Robert E.. Livingston] and the Adjutant- 
General [Nicholas Fish], accompanied by a deputation from 
the Corporation of this city, consisting of the Recorder 

1 John Langdon, Charles Carroll, and William Samuel Johnson of the 
Senate, Elias Boudinot, Theodoric Bland, Thomas Tudor Tucker, Egbert 
Benson, and John Lawrence of the House. 
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[Richard Varick], received His Excellency the President at 
Elizabethtown, in the elegant barge which was previously 
constructed for the purpose, and rowed by thirteen pilots, 
under the superintendence of Captain Randall." — Pennsyl- 
vania Gazette, April 29. 

" On the President's passing the battery, a federal salute was fired, and 
repeated upon his landing ' near the City Coffee-House, where he was re- 
ceived by his Excellency the Governor [George Clinton], the principal offi- 
cers of the state, his honor the Mayor [James Duane], and the principal 
officers of the Corporation ; and thence accompanied to the house prepared 
for his reception,* in the following order. Viz : Troop of Horse. — Artillery 
and residue of the Legion, under arms. — The military officers in uniform, 
who were oif duty. — The President's Guard, composed of the Grenadiers of 
the first regiment. — The President, the Governor, and their suites. — The 
principal officers of the state. — The Mayor and Corporation. — The Clergy. — 
The Citizens. 

" The bells were rung, and colours were displayed from the fort, from the 
vessels in the harbour, and from the several buildings in the city ; the 
streets were crowded with citizens, and the windows decorated with the fair 
daughters of Columbia. 

" In the evening ' the city was elegantly illuminated. The joy and satis- 
faction universally expressed on the safe arrival of this Illustrious Personage 
clearly evince, that patriotism and magnanimity are still held in respect and 
veneration among our citizens — His Excellency having, in a distinguished 
manner, displayed those eminent virtues, in a series of important and faith- 
ful services, rendered his country, in the most gloomy and distressing 
periods. ' ' — Idem. 

FRIDAY, APKIL 24. 

At New York : " New York, April 30.— Friday [April 24] 
the Hon. the Senate and House of Representatives waited on 

1 At Murray's wharf, foot of "Wall Street. 

' The house prepared for the President, known as the Franklin House, 
the former residence of Walter Franklin, was at No. 3 Cherry Street. It 
was owned by Samuel Osgood, one of the Treasury Commissioners, who mar- 
ried the widow of Mr. Franklin, and was until 1856, wh«» the building was 
taken down, at the junction of Cherry and Pearl Streets, on Franklin 
Square. Washington retained this house until February 23, 1790, when he 
removed to the McComb House, on Broadway near Bowling Green. 

^ On the evening of April 23, Washington dined with a distinguished 
company at Governor Clinton's house. Queen (now Pearl) Street, opposite 
Cedar. This house was occupied by Washington as head-quarters from April 
18 to May 21, 1776. 
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his Excellency tlie President, to congratulate him on his safe 
arrival at the seat of government." — Pennsylvania Packet, 
May 6. 

" New York, April 27.— On Saturday [April 25] the Chamber of Com- 
merce met at the Coffee-House, about half after eleven o'clock, in conse- 
quence of a special call from the President. Prom the Coflfee-house they 
proceeded in form to the house of his Excellency the President of the United 
States, headed by John Broome, Theophylact Beach and John Murray, Es- 
quires. On their arrival at the President's they were conducted into the 
audience-room, and upon his Excellency's entering, Mr. Broome, the Presi- 
dent of the Chamber, addressed him, and to which he made a reply. 

" After his Excellency's reply, he was introduced by the President of the 
Chamber to every member present." — Pennsylvania Packet, April 30. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 28. 

At New York: ^^ April 28. — This day I ought to note 
with some extraordinary mark. I had dressed and was 
about to set out, when General Washington, the greatest 
man in the world, paid me a visit. I met him at the foot of 
the stairs. Mr. [Henry] Wynkoop just came in. We asked 
him to take a seat. He excused himself on account of the 
number of his visits. We accompanied him to the door. 
He made us complaisant bows — one before he mounted and 
the other as he went away on horseback." — Journal of Wil- 
liam Maclay, Senator from Pennsylvania. 

THUESDAT, APRIL 30. 

At New York : ^'■New York, May 1. — ^Ybstekday [April 
30] took place according to the resolution of the two houses 
of Congress, the ceremony of the introduction of his Excel- 
lency George Washington, to the Presidency of the United 
States." — Pennsylvania Packet, May 4. 

"At nine o'clock A.M. the clergy of different denominations assembled 
their congregations in their respective places of worship, and offered up 
prayers for the safety of the president. 

" About twelve o'clock the procession moved from the house of the presi- 
dent in Cherry-street, through Dock-Street, and Broad-street, to Federal 
Hall [at Wall and Nassau Streets] ; in the following order. Colonel [Mor- 
gan] Lewis supported by two officers, Capt. Stakes, with the troop of Horse, 
Artillery, Major Van Home, Grenadiers, under Captain Harsin, German 
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Grenadiers, under Capt. Scriba, Major Bicker, The Infantry of the Brigade, 
Major Ohrystie, Sheriff [Kobert Boyd] The Committee of the Senate," The 
Prbsidbnt and suite. The Committee of the Representatives,* The Honor- 
able Mr. Jay, General Knox, Chancellor Livingston, and several other gen- 
tlemen of distinction. Then followed a multitude of citizens. 

"When they came within a short distance of the Hall, the troops formed 
a line on both sides of the way, and his Excellency passing through the 
ranks, was conducted into the building, and in the Senate Chamber intro- 
duced to both houses of Congress — immediately afterwards, accompanied 
by the two houses, he went into the gallery fronting Broad-Street, where, 
in the presence of an immense concourse of citizens, he took the oath pre- 
scribed by the constitution, which was administered to him by the Hon. K. 
B. Livingston, Esq ; Chancellor of the state of New York. 

" Immediately after he had taken the oath, the Chancellor proclaimed 
him President of the United States. — Was answered by the discharge of 13 
guns, and by loud repeated shouts ; on this the President bowed to the 
people, and the air again rang with their acclamations. His Excellency 
with the two houses, then retired to the Senate Chamber and delivered his 
speech.' 

" His Excellency accompanied by the Vice President, the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives [Frederick A. Muhlenberg] and both Houses of 
Congress went to St. Paul's chapel [Broadway and Vesey Street] where 
divine Service was performed by Right Reverend Dr. [Samuel] Provost, 
Bishop of the Episcopal Church in this State and Chaplain in Congress. 
The religious ceremony being ended, the President was escorted to his house, 
and the citizens retired to their homes. In the evening was exhibited under 



1 Richard Henry Lee, Ralph Izard, and Tristram Dalton. 

» Egbert Benson, Fisher Ames, James Madison, Charles Carroll, and 
Roger Sherman. 

' " As the company returned into the Senate chamber, the President took 
the chair and the Senators and Representatives their seats. He rose, and 
all arose also, and addressed them. This great man was agitated and em- 
barrassed more than ever he was by the leveled cannon or pointed m«sket. 
He trembled, and several times could scarce make out to read, though it 
must be supposed he had often read it before. He put part of the fingers of 
his left hand into the side of what I think the tailors call the fall of the 
breeches, changing the paper into his left [right] hand. After some time 
he then did the same with some of the fingers of his right hand. When he 
came to the words aU the world, he made a flourish with his right hand, which 
left rather an ungainly impression. I sincerely, for my part, wished all set 
ceremony in the hands of the dancing-masters, and that this first of men 
had read off his address in the plainest manner, without ever taking his 
eyes from the paper, for I felt hurt that he was not first in every thing. He 
was dressed in deep brown, with metal buttons, with an eagle on them, 
white stockings, a bag, and sword," — Journal of William Maclay. 
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the direction of Colonel [Sebastian] Bauman, a very ingenious and splen- 
did show of Fireworks."' — Penrtaylvania Packet, May 4. 

* " April 80. — In the evening there was a display of most beautiful fire- 
works and transparent paintings at the Battery. The President, Colonel 
Humphreys, and myself went in the beginning of the evening in the car- 
riages to Chancellor Livingston's and General Knox's where we had a full 
view of the flre-works. We returned home on foot, the throng of people 
being so great as not to permit a carriage to pass through it." — Diary of 
Tobias Lear. 



(To be continued.) 



